Macbeth Project
Choose one of the following to do for your Macbeth project.  Be sure to follow directions for the project you choose to do, and if you have questions, ASK ME!!!  (
1. Macbeth has enough villains and suspected villains to cover an entire post office wall with wanted posters.  Create a “Most Wanted” poster for one of the characters from Macbeth.  Your poster should include: 

· a description of the criminal

· a sketch/picture of the criminal

· a description of the crime(s) (s)he committed

· reason(s) why (s)he should be arrested

· the area in which (s)he is wanted

· a description of the reward being offered (in English pound: £)

· contact information for those with information on the criminal

You will need to present your poster to the class and explain what you did, why you did it, how you did it. W
2. Get in the Act!!!  Shakespeare expected people to see and hear this tragic story. When actors prepare to perform a play, they sometimes create a promptbook.  This is a copy of the play marked to describe the setting for each scene and to show how the actors move on stage, how they gesture at certain places, how they color certain words with a particular tone of voice, and so on.  
Here is a start of a promptbook for Romeo and Juliet.  Use it to help you understand the purpose of creating one.  Then, select a dialogue or monologue of at least 25 lines in Macbeth and create your own promptbook for those lines (BE SURE TO INDICATE WHAT LINES YOU’VE CHOSEN).  You must provide at least 15 directions. Remember, you are the director!  This is your ‘vision’.
Lines: (at least 25)






Directions: (at least 15)
Juliet: Oh Romeo! Romeo! Wherefore art thou Romeo?

          Deny thy father, and refuse thy name;

          Or, if thou wilt not, be but sworn my love                        
emphasized
          And I’ll no longer be a Capulet .

Romeo:  Shall I hear more, or shall I speak at this?                
whispers
Juliet: Tis but thy name that is my enemy

          Thou art thyself, though not a Montague,
  

said with a snarl
          What’s Montague? It is not hand, nor foot,
  
looking at her hand, then foot
          Nor arm, nor face, nor any other part

  
touch these parts absentmindedly

          Belonging to a man. O! Be some other name;

          What’s in a name? That which we call a rose          
reaching for a rose?
           By any other name would smell as sweet…

3. Write a play review of Macbeth.  There are reasons why the play has remained popular for so many years.  What do you think those reasons are?  Think about the play—both the written and performance versions—what made an impact on you as the audience member?  Write a paragraph or two about the impact the play had on you and what parts affected you more than others.  Then, fill in the following chart (you could redo this chart to make it larger and type in your answers).  Be sure to give details that explain how Shakespeare achieves the total effect.
A. What impact does the play have on you?

B. Complete the chart below with answers and details that explain how Shakespeare achieves the total effect.

	Questions
	Answers
	Details

	1. What is the impact of the 

    work?


	
	

	2. How do these elements

    support the play?


	a. Plot:

b. Character:

c. Theme:

d. Setting:

e. Atmosphere:

f. Imagery:

g. Irony:


	


4. Dramaturgy Project
In its broadest sense, “dramaturgy” refers to the art of theatrical realization.  It includes a wide range of activities surrounding the production of a play, anything from script selection to artistic conceptualization.  In between are practical aspects like historical research, casting, set and costume design, and the selection of incidental music.  Producers and directors are dramaturges, as are lighting and set designers, because they are all involved in applying their artistic vision to a real-life theatrical project.

Imagine you and a partner are in complete control of an upcoming production of Macbeth.

Your project should consist of the following elements:
A. Artistic Vision—( ½ - 1 page of general statements) a statement of your vision for the play.  Your statement should include some or all of the following:  

· controlling image or metaphor  Think of a single image that will help unify the entire play.  This image can be realized in set design, lighting, costumes, and props (think about the red lighting indicating the witches in performance we watched).  You could even stipulate that the colour appear as backdrop on the program.  Think battle axe, or candle, or witches’ cauldron.
· themes  What is the play about?  What thematic aspects are more important and require emphasis?  Consider the following questions:  Is Macbeth a good man who grows into a villain?  Is he a dormant villain who responds to opportunity? Is he a plaything of fate? Of the witches? Of his wife? Are the witches real or an aspect of his subconscious?
· affect  How should the audience respond emotionally to Macbeth?  How should their response change over the course of the performance? Who is the most sympathetic character in the play? If you decide that no one is sympathetic, how in general will the production downplay pitiful scenes like the murder of Macduff’s family?  How will it emphasize the inherent badness of all the characters?
· structure and pace  What are the crucial moments, crises, climaxes of the play, and how should the production prepare the audience for them?
· realization  Whatever your answers to the previous, how will the production communicate them to the audience?  Discuss in a general way the means to your artistic ends; you will use the following section to outline particulars.
B. Character profiles--(1 page)  The major characters of this play are Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, Duncan, Banquo, Macduff, Malcolm, the Weird Sisters.  Write a paragraph on each of them explaining their attributes (look) and especially their motivations.  For the more dynamic characters, motivation will change over the course of the play.
C. Setting and Set Design—(1 page)  Write a description of the time and place in which you want to set the play.  Provide some justification for your choice, either in terms of its thematic potential, its dramatic potential, or its historical appropriateness.  You could choose a modern setting like the updated version of Macbeth called Scotland, PA, set in a Pennsylvania steel town or a California version of Macbeth in a ritzy restaurant where Macbeth is an ambitious chef. Draw a design for one of the sets your production will use.  The set should conform to your unified artistic vision for the play and should in fact help support it.  It can be a bird’s eye view or audience view sketch. Have fun and be creative.           
	Category
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	

	Communication
	

	communicate information using an appropriate format
	demonstrates a high level of ability to communicate information using an appropriate format
	demonstrates considerable ability to communicate information using an appropriate format
	demonstrates some ability to communicate information using an appropriate format
	demonstrates limited ability to communicate information using an appropriate format
	

	communicate information using appropriate style
	demonstrates a high level of ability to communicate information using appropriate style
	demonstrates considerable ability to communicate information using appropriate style
	demonstrates some ability to communicate information using appropriate style
	demonstrates limited ability to communicate information using appropriate style
	

	summarize information gathered
	summarizes information gathered using thorough organization
	summarizes information gathered using considerable organization
	summarizes information gathered using some organization
	summarizes information gathered using limited organization
	

	explain how authors use literary devices to achieve effect in their writing
	thoroughly explains
	competently explains
	adequately explains
	simply explains
	

	Application
	

	provide all information required as outlined
	provides all information required
	provides most required information 
	provides some required information
	provides limited required information
	

	use evidence from a text to support opinions
	uses many compelling examples to support an opinion
	uses many specific examples to support an opinion
	uses some specific examples to support an opinion
	uses a few specific examples to support an opinion
	

	recognize, describe and correct sentence errors
	recognizes, describes and corrects major and most minor sentence errors
	recognizes, describes and corrects major and many minor sentence errors
	recognizes, describes and corrects major and some minor sentence errors
	recognizes, describes and corrects some major sentence errors
	

	use a controlling idea to structure a series of paragraphs
	skillfully uses a controlling idea to structure a series of paragraphs
	convincingly uses a controlling idea to structure a series of paragraphs
	adequately uses a controlling idea to structure a series of paragraphs
	simply uses a controlling idea to structure a series of paragraphs
	


