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Career Research  

I
 decided to do my report on being a lawyer because I have always been interested in law.  My uncle is an attorney and he talks about his job a lot and it sounds interesting.  I hope to do a job shadow with him in the future.  



There are two kinds of lawyers, transactional and litigators.  Transactional lawyers are lawyers that focus on business related matters such as mergers and acquisitions of corporations and negotiating contracts.  Litigation attorneys appear in court in order to represent his/her client’s interests.  Litigators focus on civil and criminal litigation.



Companies are in demand for lawyers and will be for well into the next 10 years.  This demand does not guarantee a job in this field due to the giant number of students that are graduating from various law schools around the country.  When some people get a job dealing with the law, they are overqualified due to the demand of jobs outside their field.  Most jobs open to students are temporary.  If someone would like to start their own law firm, it would be easy in a small town or expanding suburban places.  Competition in big cities is high.  When a recession occurs, large firms will not hire and might even cut staff.  The number of self-employed lawyers is decreasing very slowly because of big company’s competition.



In the year 2000, the average earnings for lawyers were $88,280.  The middle half of the occupation made between $60,700 and $130,170.  The lowest paid 10% made less than $44,590; at least 10% made more than $145,600.The average salaries of lawyer’s six months after graduation from law school in 2000 were $51,900 but some make a lot more or a lot less.



The skills needed for being a litigation attorney include the ability to speak in public, ability to conduct legal research, and the ability to receive, analyze, and communicate information.  You also need to write effectively and persuasively.  The capacity to obtain information and documentation through both investigations and interviews are needed as well. Skills needed to be a transactional attorney include the knowledge of various specialized business matters (economics, taxes, mathematics, insurance, etc.), the ability to negotiate and the ability to communicate technical and business issues.



To be a lawyer, your personality should definitely be aggressive.  You should be able to attract business.  You also should be competitive; it is a very competitive field.  You have to hustle and handle stress well.  You should be outgoing and be comfortable in groups, while some are more independent.  You have to be strong in math and juggle different tasks and handle long hour days for your case.



Lawyers appear in many different environments such as offices, which is their main place of work, law libraries, courtrooms, and when needed, hospitals or prisons.  

Traveling sometimes may be needed to attend court.  The workload may become quite stressful.  Long hours are also part of this career.  Salaried lawyers usually have a stable work schedule.  Lawyers involved in a private practice work irregular hours.



Education for a lawyer is difficult; in high school you have to do very well.  Then, they have to go to college and law school.  It is difficult to get into law school; you also have to have high grades.  Lawyers have to go through lots of training and have to have at least ten undergraduate courses, and a full degree.Lawyers also have to write an aptitude test (LSAT) so they can participate in a three-year program for law. During the summer, students may work at a law firm when they have assignments that the attorney of the firm is working on.  You need a license to practice law and should pass the bar exam; most of the United States requires the exam to be a six-hour national exam and a three-hour local exam.



After researching the career of a lawyer, I am still interested in working towards this goal.  I know it will be a lot of hard work but I am willing to do it!  Make sure your conclusion is longer than three sentences!!
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